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Replica of a German World
War | Taube is added to the
Museumcollection

The Combat Alr Museum received a welcome
Bddition to our collection of airerafi Saturday, May
12, when Mr. Dick Starks of Parkville, Missouri
clonated his homebuilt. 52% scale replica of a German
World War I Taube ("dove”) to the Museum. Mr.
Starks sentan e-mail to CAM during the first week of
A, asking ifwe would be interested inaccepting the
[aube as a donation. Gene Howerter took it from
thl: re, answered inthe positive, and kept upa contin-
wed e-mail contact with Dick over the next five weeks
pworking out details of date, time, place of delivery and
flevel of support we could give him in re-assembling the
pircraft. Dick and his wife, Sharon, would trailer the
hircraft o Topeka,
Dick had flown the aircrafi innumerous airshows
pver the past couple of years, but told us it would be
donated (o us asa static display, which was fine with
ps. He isamemberofagroup known as the “Dawn
frawrol” that fly scaled, replica World Warl aircraft out
pf an airport on the west side of Gardner, Kansas.
Peveral membersofthe Dawn Patrol came to Topeka
fo assist with the re-assembly and take part in the
fransfer of the aircraft to CAM. Locally, Kevin
drewelow. along-time friend of CAM and a good
riend of Dick’s. also came out to help re-assemble
[he Taube

TTaube," continued on page 10

Alreralt components are laid out for asembly
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Welcome

With thisissuewe welcome Lois Eeord to our Museum staftas Ofhice
Manager. Loisstarted herintroductiontothe job during the last week of April
and started solo on May 1. Besides all the tasks associated with Office
Manager, Lois hasalso been leaming who the folks are who volunteer at the
Museum. So. please comeuptothe officeand introduce yourselfso Loiscan
better associate faces to names, and names to what you do at the Museum
asavolunteer.

Wealsosay good-bye to Jane Weinmann, whose last workday was
April 28, Jane remains in Topeka and has started inanew job, Asher new
schedule allows, Jane hasbeen ina few times covering more aspects of the
Office Manager's jobwith Lois. Also, and again asher new work schedule
allows, Jane may be back on occasion working as a volunteer.

We wish Lois and Jane our best in their new positions, %
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Freedom Family LC offers $10,000 grant to CAM

Combat Alr Museumreceived a 510,000 grant
forcapital improvements inmid-April from Ms, Ruth
Fink and the Freedom Family L.C. Early this year,
Mr. Terry Wagescontacted Dick Trupp on behalf
of Ms, Fink and asked if we had some projects todo
that the Freedom Family LC might possibly fund. As
most of you readers know, we always have projects
todo at the Museum, so for us it was just a matter of
selecting afew ofthose and
assigning priorities o them.

look intoother grant opportunities. Forty percent of
the overhead lights in each hangar do not work. This
project (519,655 calls for replacement of the existing
overhead hghts with single-bulb metal halide fixtures
and changes the voltage from 1 20volts to 208 volts io
improveefficiency. In Hangar602, wewould go from
32 overhead lights, 21 per cent of which do nod
currently work, down Lo 18 state-of-the-art lights thai
would provide sufficient
lighting inthe hangar. The

Four projects were
selected for grant submittal.
These included installing
skylights in Hangar 604,
replacing the overhead lights
in both hangars, repairing/

This $10,000 grant will make a
major improvement to
the lighting situation in

Hangar B04.

numbers are similar for
Hangar 604, and these
will reduce even further
once the skylights are in-
stalled. The “improve
ethiciency™ part of the

replacing the sidewalk be-
tween 602 and 604 and
repairing the entrance apron onthe west side of 604,
and funding forrestoring the Hiller helicopter. We had
local contractors come outtothe Museumtobidon
the skylights, lighting, and sidewalk projects.

In the meantime, Dick invited Ms. Fink and Mr,
Wages o tour the Museum and see the areas of
attention. They accepted and spent over two hours
with Diick and never left 602, After their visil, Mr.
Wages called and told us to submit our request
package.

The grant we received, as chosen by the donor,
1510 fund the installation of skylights in Hangar 604,
The work hegan the week of May 22,

Ruth Fink has been asupporter of Combat Air
Museum for a number of years, contributing $500
annually wCAM through the Fink Foundation. This
510,000 grant will make a major improvement to the
lHghting situation i Hangar 604, Itis good for the
Museum, and it1s good forour landlord, Metropolitan
Topeka Awport Authority, as we are making a major
improvement wone of its properties,

The remaining projects will be pursued as we

project going from 120
o208 valismedanslower
electrical bills — abig plus for the Museum,

The sidewalk repair/replacement ($5.335) is
alsohighonthe project list, asitbecomes a safety issuc
for visitors and volunteers alike. Weareokay forright
now, but the concrete continues to deteriorate with
use andespecially with the harsh effects of winter. The
same goes for the concrete outside the member’s
entrance o 604,

The Hiller is going totake fundstorestore, as any
restoration does. Following closely on the Hiller are
the painting of the F-84F, and the restoration work
and paanting of the F-86H. Last fall we acquired a bid
for painting the F-B4F. 1t was 519,000, Restoring/
painting/ preparing these warhirds forexhibil isnotan
inexpensive pracess. Thatis why grants such as this
one from Ruth Fink and Freedom Family LC are so
important toour mission.

> * ¥
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Pancake Feed, entertainment and lots of coffee

We had one of the most successful Pancake Feeds
in the past several vears on Saturday, April 29, We
collected 435 tickets for the day and had nearly 30
celebrity Mippers. The event raised over 51700 for the
Musenm. Based onthe weatherof the previous day, we
thought we had inherited the KU Relays'curse of bad
weatheron the day of the event. Butwe did not. Itwas
cloudy, cool and abit rainy, but nothing like the rains of
the day before. In fact, it was agreat day forapancake
feed. It was too wet for vard work or good golfing or
other outdoors activities, so people came out to eal
pancakes,

It was a good, fun. hectic day with the ever present
“Weare running outof coffee” comments taking place as
the line of people snaked fromthe grill to behind the tail

of the F9F-5 Panther and on past the tail of the MiG-15
{about 65 feet). Althoughwe came close, we didnot run
out of coffee. Twoinchesina potisstill twoinches of
coffee,

Martin Moyer strategcally placed himseltand a
large number of woodshop projects by the spiral stair-
case leading up tothe Art Gallery deck. Asfolks waited
in ling. they could not help but see the scooter planes,
wooden airplane wind catchers, and bluebird and wren
hangars (houses) all for sale at our Gift Shop

Jim Leighton loaned us s sound system, and we
usedit toplay swing eramusic and for Dick Trupp and
Gene Howerter o make announcements and introduc-
tions of our guest flippers. FifthGrade musicians from
Williams Science and Fine Arts Magnet and Scoll
Computer Technology
Magnet schools, under
the direction of Dan
Pulliam. played several
selections forthe crowd.

Left: Don Mathers with &
inaup of visitors at the
Biug Amgal,

Below: Dan Pulliam
directs sfudents from
Willams and Scoit
Magnet Schoois
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bring in over $1700 for CAM

The cockpitofthe Grumman F1 1F-1 Tiger, Blue
Angel #5, was open for visitors to get into, and soon Don
Mathers and Bob Crapser were assisting visitors
young and old into and out of the fighter. Don also
explamed the inner workings of the cockpit to many
aspiring fighter pilots.

Bob Carmichael of Perkins Restaurant was
once again running the grill and provided the pancake
mix, sausage, syrupand butter, It would be hard to find
someone with Bob’stemperament to work the grill. He
isconstantly inmotionand alwavs taking time to talk with
the visitors and the celebrity flippers. Heisabig partof
the success of our Pancake Feeds,

Anentertaining feature this year was the flipoff
among four local TV Weathermen. Steve Beylon of
KSNTChannel 27, Roger Schwartz of WIBW Channel
13, and Blake Smith and Matt Miller of K TKA Channel
4% took part in the friendly contest. Now, we must say
that Steve Beylon had an edge. He has been on the
receiving end of Bob Carmichael s flipping forat least
two or three years running. The other three were
“newbies”. The weathermen stationed themselves away

TPancake Feed,™ continued on page 6

Jim Cates (Teff) and O, Jerry Fanay
bahind the gnil

Ourcelebrity flippers

Ourcelebrity flippers included some “expe-
rienced hands™ and several new folks. We greatly
appreciateall of them for taking time to come out
and be a part of this fund raiser, and we hope the
new folks become part of our “experienced”
celebrities. Our flippersincluded:

Steve Beylon Channel 27 Weatherman

BretBlackburn — TopekaCity Councilman

AlexandraBlasi  Miss Capital City

JimCates Radio Talk Host KMA
AM 1440

Mike Coker Director, Topeka Zoo

Ted Ensley shawnee County
Commissioner

Dir. Jerrv Farley  President, Washbum
University

Richard Forester President, Topeka
Conventionand Visitors
Bureau (nownamed Visit
Topeka, Inc.)

RonHarbaugh  DirectorofCommunica-
tions USD 301

Richard Harmon TopekaCity Councilman

AnnMah Statc Representative

JimMenge Tower Manager,
ForbesField

MattMiller Channel 49 Weatherman
JohnMNave  TopekaCity Councilman
BelindaPost Miss Topeka
JeffPreisner  TopekaCity Councilman
Dr. Tony Sawver  Superintendent

USD 501
Roger Schwartz Channel 13
‘Weatherman
BillSinger  Directorof Shawnee
County/Topeka Emer-

gency Communications
BlakeSmith Channel 49 Weatherman
Bruce Steinbrock WwiBw
AMFM.
and several members of the defensive
team of'the Washburn Ichabods

football team.
S - s
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"Pancake Feed,"
continued from
page 5

from the grill and Bob
would flipa series of pan-
cakes o them. And we
arenottalking four or five
feet away, either. Some
ofthe tosses were 235 and
30 feet straight-line dis-
tance, Bobis notably ac-
curate with histosses, and
the receivers dropped
maybe a handful of pan-
cakes among them. The
crowd heartily applawded theirefforts.

Abpwe: Alexandra Blas),

2 _ Roger Schwartz, Matt
Gene Howerter was CAM s chief coordinator for the event. and Miller and Biake Smith
we thank him for helping make it such a success. Andabig Thank You SEIVE LD
aoes to all our voluneers who came out before, during, and after the pancakes.
pancake feed to do the myriad of tasks necessary to run this event
srnnnthly.

For future reference, we catot
perk three 30-cup coffee makersin
the kitchen at one time without pop-
ping a circuit breaker. Nor can we
perk two 30-cup and one 12 cupin
the kitchen at the same time without
the same result. But we did not run
oul of coffee. Mever mind that we
were perking it inthe kitchen, the Gift
Shop. and the Gift Shop Manager's
office. =

L

Visitors enjoy their pancakes and
conversalions
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Plan to attend the June
MembershipLuncheon

Why were weather reconnaissance B-29
Superfortresses subject to being shot down by communist
nations, and what was the strange boxy apparatus mounted
onthe topofthe fuselage that seemed so out of place on an
otherwisestreamlined aircraft? These and other questions
will be answered by our speaker. Ralph Knehans. durin 2
ourJune Membership Luncheon.

Ralph had an association with the WB-29s, their mis-
sions, and the continuing after effects for some of the air
crewmen some S0 years later. The June luncheon is Mon-
day, June 12at 11:30 a.m.

We still have Randy Thies lined up for the August
Membership Luncheon. Randy will betalking to usabout his
tour and work in Iraq last vear that had him involved in
forensic work with items recovered from mass gravesites.
1he August luncheonis Monday, August 14at 11:30am

*> + +

SummerAviation Education
Classes start soon

Overthe last several years Combat Air Museum has
conducted classes for students betweentheages of Tand 15
inits Aviation Education Class, focusing on the history of
aviation, principles of flight, parts of anairplane and howthey
work, weather and weather forecasting. aviation communi-
cations and flight control. These four-day long classes are
conducted over schools” spring break and three times in the
SUTTHTEL.

The cost of the class is $35.00 per student. For an
additional $40.04), astudent can take a real airplane flight and
experience much ofwhat iscovered in the class currieulum,
including communicating withacontrol towerand handling
theflightcontrols, Thisis thekind ofexperience that hopefully
might encourage a young person to pursue arelated career
inaphysical science, physics ormathematics.

Ifyou would like to have achild. a grandchild. and/or
a young friend enrollin the Museum’s Aviation Education
Class. call the Museum at 862-3303. The next Aviation
Education Classes start June 5-8, with additional sessions
July 10-13 and August 7-10.

June/July
CalendarofEvents

June
Monday-Thursday, June 5-8
Aviation Education Class
JWECC
Sam.— 12 p.m.

Monday, June 12
Membership Luncheon
Jean Wanner Education Conference
Center
11:30a.m.
Our guest speaker will be
Ralph Knehans talking about Weather
Reconnaissance B-29s

July
Muonday- Thursday, July 10-13
Aviation Education Class
JWECC
Qam.—12pm.

There is no Membership Luncheon
in July,
The next luncheon is Monday, August 14,
Randy Thies will be speaking about his
torensic work in Iraq last vear,

R

Jointhe
CombatAir
Museum!
Your membership and
support are
important to us,
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Students present their National History Day

L - R} Seaman High
Schoo! juniors Leslie
Carlson, Melinds
Kahmeyer, and Dray
Carlfon were ourguest
speakers.

Three students from Seaman High School were
out guest speakers [or the April Membership] ancheon,
Their presentations were from their projects for the
National History Day competition. The []h:‘m. forthis
year's contest was “Taking a Stand in History.”

Their history instructor, Mrs. Susan Sittenauer.,
introduced the three juniors, Leslie Carlson, Melinda
Kahmever, and Dray Carlton. Leslie is also the
granddaughter of our volunteer treasurer, Les Carlson.

Onece students have chosena topic for the National
Historv Day competition. they have to dothe research
and seek out as much as possible what are called

“primary sources” or “primary references.” " The best
primary source/ relerence would be aninterview w itha

person personally involved with the eventor topic ol

research. Personal letters, writings, diaries. notes, etc. of
apersondireetly involved withaneventor topic are other
examples of primary resources. Aspartof their projects,

"Taking a Stand

the students have to develop a list of their primary
sources used in support of their presentation.

Atthe timeof our luncheon, the students had gone
throughtwolevelsof competition, local and District. The

next level is State, held at the Eisenhower Center in
Abilene, Kansas, then Nationals held at Washington,
D.C. Thetoptwo District finishersineach presentation
category go to State, and likewise, the top two finishers
at State go to Nationals. Susan Sittenauer has taken
students to Mationals foreight vears running, There are
several categories of presentation, Storyboards, audio-
visual productions, readings, and first person‘re-enact-
ment are some of the categories.

Leslie and Melinda chose the Declaration of Tnde-
pendence as their topic for™ Taking aStand in History.™
That meant they had torely heavily on finding written
works by those who signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Thev gave their presentation in the form of
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projects for CAM's April Membership Luncheon

in History"

storyboards and incompetition haveto be by their exhibit
to answer questions from the judges.

Throughtheirresearch Leslie and Melinda found
that while Thomas Jeffersonauthored the Declaration. he
borrowed freely from others’ ideas. There were 56
signersofthe final document, and many of them lost their
homes, property, and livelihoods as aresult.

The United Kingdom was taxing the colonies be-
cause it was at war and
needed tofundit. The pow-

[ray Carlton chose the June 6, 1944 D-Day
landings at Normandy, France as histopic. He method
of presentation was through a Digital VideoDise (DVD)
that he produced and narrated. The disc included a
number of images of people, places and mapsinvolved
with the Normandy landings. He used a technique of
fading the images inand out o indicate different periods
associated with the planning, preparations, and execu-

tionofthe landings. Dray

ers in England considered
the actions taken by colo-
nists to oppose the taxation
as traitorous, and those in-
volved asautomatic traitors
to the King. Many of the
colonists who took part in
the opposition, and espe-

el e m?ﬂ&m

There were 56 signers
of the final document,
and: many of them lost
their homes, property,
livelihoods
SN

as a result.

didanexcellentjobin pro-
ducmg his presentation, The
material and his narration
were informative and the
presentation  flowed
smoothly. Someofthe im-
ageswere familiar tomost
ol the audience, but Dray
also found at least several

iﬂ_‘-—n— -

e

cially those whose signed

the Declaration, had to flee for the safety of their lives,
often breaking up their families in the process. The
majority of peopleinthe colonies at the time seemed loyal
tothe Crown, and those involved with the opposition and
Dieclaration were viewed as extremists. One research
sonmree estimated about 20 percent of the colonists were
Loyalists, another 20 percent were Revolutionists, and
about 60 per cent appeared apathetic to it all. The
Crown favored the Loyalists, and they had the most 1o
|lose should the Revolutionists be successful.

Whenasked how difficult they found their research
for primary sources, Leslie and Melinda said that they
found many reprinted papers and letters of the
Declaration’s signersat a library at The University of
Kansas. They continued on to the State competition,
Andilthey so chose. they could make changes to their
presentation.

that are notcommonly seen
i history books or other published works on D-Day.

Dray had hoped to find a local veteran who had
participated in the June 6, 1944 invasion, but was not
successful. He finished third in the District competition,
50 did not advance to State, Ifanything, his not being
selected gave usanideaas o how tough the competition
isas Diray had a really excellent presentation.

This isthe fifth time in the past six years we have
beenableto schedule students from Seaman High School
forour April luncheon, [tisone of our partnerships with
education and young people. It is good for the Museum,
and apparently Susan Sittenauer feels the same way. as
she gladly accepts our invitation to bring anew groupof
students each vear. 2+
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“Taube," continved from page 1

The Taube and Dawn Patrol members arrived
about 10a.m, and were soon offloading the plane from
itstrailer. Once the components were laid out in Hangar
604, assembly went quickly and smoothly. Dick said it
normally took about 1-1/2

The original Taube could be called a fighter, a
bomber. and an observation plane, and at some point in
time during World Warl, all would have been correct,
although it was least successful asa fighter. Tts niche was

motre in observation and

hours to assemble all the
parts into an airplane. It
took abitlonger thisday., as
the workers took time to
tell onlookers about the
plane and what they were
doing, but it all went to-
getherwithoutahitch. Soon
wie had anew addition sit-

A Taube would often fly over
Paris for an hour at a time,
dropping six-pound bombs
and message containers or
leaflets, demanding the
city's surrender.

bombing. ltwasoncolthe
first German aircraft intro-
duced in 1914, but was al-
ready obsolescent by the
end of that vear. At the
beginning ofthe war, Taubes
made up about hall of
CGermany "sair strength. and
aver 54 different variants

ting on the floor between
Kilroy andthe F-14A Tom-
cat. Itisaclassy looking aircraft.

The original Taube of World War lhadawingspan
of 59 feetand was some 30 feetlong, Thereplicabasa
span of 30 feetand lengthof 17 feet, and the kingpost
supporting all the wire bracing on the top of the wing is
about 8 feet offthe floor. The wing shape is definitely
based on the shape of a bird s wing.

10

flew throughout the war.
Dick broughta pood deal of
signage with the Taube covering its World Warl history
and informationon the replica,

A role that seemed well suited for Taubes of World
War | wasasnuisance bombers. They had good range
and loiter time. In August 1914, one Taube would ofien
flv over Paris for an hour at atime, dropping six-pound
bombs and message containers or leaflets. demanding



Opposite page: The
aireraft is assemblad

Abava: Dick Sfarks fatks
with madia

Fight: The complated

Taube sits batween Kilroy
and the F-14 Tameat

thecity's summender. They werethe firstaircraftiobomb  makesawonderful addition to our collection.

Paris, and [ater, London. The aircraft was a two-seater, Gene Howerter had contacted the media, and we
witha pilotand an observer. had representatives of the Topeka Capital-Journal and

Taubesalso flew escort for Zepplinairshipraids TV Channels 49 and 13 out to observe the Taube take
over England. When painted withaclearnitrate dope  shape and interview Dick and Gene. Members of the
overlinen. the Taube wasalmostimpossibletoseeona  mediaalso got to sitin the small cockpit of the aircraft.

clear sunny day at altitudes of 6,000 feet and higher. To Dick and Sharon Starks, we thank vou, thank
Prior to the war, in 1913, one set an altitude record of  vou, and thank you for this donation. And weextend our
23,000 feet. thank vous to the members of the Dawn Patrol. Kevin

The replicarepresentsa very historical aircraftof  Drewelow, especially to Gene Howerter for coordinat-
the First Warld War, now 9 yearsdistant. Wearevery  ing the transfer of the plane, and to several of our
fortunate that Dick Stark chose us as arepository for  volunteerswhoassisted inthe preparation forreceiving the
something he obviously puta greatdeal of timeandeffort  airerafl. itsre-assembly, and for putting things in Hangar 604
in to create. The aircraft is just pristine looking and  back as they were once the crowd had gone. %

1
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The Battle for Leyte Gulf

An eyewitness account of KITKUN BAY’s partin the Battle of Leyte Gulf
off Samarlsland, Philippines on October 25,1944

Last Installment

This is the last instaliment of @ written evewitness account by LT(jg) Charles F, Spalding of the US escort
aircrafi carrier KITKUN BAY's part in the Batle of Leyie Guif off Samar Island, Philippines on COctober 23,
[i44. A force of six US escort cavriers and their seven escorts of destrovers and destroyer escorls were surprised
by the appearance of a superior Japanese force with four batdeships, eight cruisers and eleven destrovers.
LT(jg) Spalding describes the running surface and aiv batle berween these forces.

The second installment ended with a Japanese fighrer plane making a suictde dive at KITKUN BAY and the
armnouncement of a fire in the carrler’s hangar bay.

“...The plang skims the bridge.
crosses the deck, plunges through the
catwalk, forward on the port side, into the
sea. There is a loud explosion.

“Fire! Fire onthe hangardeck.” the
public address announces listlessiy.

The fire is quickly controlled. On
deck the wounded are attended. La Rue,
Lock, Wortheimer and Lyvons bring
stretchers te the island where Dr,
Hennessey treats them. Two men at the
gun stand where the plane crashed have
gong out of their minds. One runs off
shreiking [si¢]. “Where is my right leg?
Where is mv right leg™

Later they reurn shaking their
heais,

A plane captaim has been killed.
There is a frightlul gash across his chest
as ifhe had been opened up by a plow_ He
lies exposed like o visceral diagram, Men
lpok, then look away, dumb, pathetic,
helpless, sick. The sweetcloyving smell of
dead flesh hangs in the cabwalks,

The guns begin again. Dr.
Henmessey and Dr, Schaffer work mtently
inthe middle ofwreckage and noise, Later
they will do surgery, some delicate work.
They don 't lose 8 man though several are
badiyv hit. The hand of a man shot in the

head begins to shiver violently. [ have
seen & squirrel s paw in identical throes,
The doctor gives him plasma there on
deck.

[ looked behind af the Midway [ac-
tueally rengmed as the ST LO]. The planes
that passed us are now attacking her.
There is a tremendous explosion that
arrests evervbody on our deck in rigid,
horritied stancas. Flames burst out of the
shipand engulfit. The bridge is blown off
and the elevator must rise athousand feet
in the air. A lookout with glasses rained
on the firev ship cries, “Guys are flving
through the air!™

Another plane attacks us from the
stern. The guns hack at it and tear 1f up
Awing comesofl, theengine fallaoff. The
plame spins dizzily into the sea ahead of
the ship while the five hundred pound
bombitcarried lobs overthe radarsereen,
tears gway asupportof link chain forward
by the starboard 40 millimeter and then
explodes in the water below, The bridge
is inundated. Water gushes down the
voice tubes into the pilot howse but there
iz novdamage and for the time being there
isa lull. 1looked at ey watch, It is twelve
o clock already!

Sandwiches and pails of coffee

12

appearon deck. In theready room through
bursts of excited talk | learn of the
squadron’s attack, The Skipper has made
the most of his opportunity! The day
trned on his leadership, Cn the way to
the target he gave encouragement and
final mstructions. =1 think we can do it”
hhe said. Then, he put the squadron in
perfect position for a coordinated attack,
and together they swung the tide of battle.

The fighters went i and sirafed,
White., Davis. Stockard, Gallagher,
McLachlin, Steece, Pollard, Krouse,
Sovder. L Gamison mede twenly rums on
a criser, ten times in hiufT, without any
ammunition, Lt. Sullivan attacked a de-
strover that had pulled up within 300
vards of the Gambier Bay. The Gambier
sustained twenty direct hits from six
heavy cruisers ot point blank range, but
continued 1o limp along at two knots
answering the enemy with her light anti-
aircrafl guns, until the very end.

The big damage wazaccomplished
by puriorpede planes. Comdr. Fowler put
his own bomb into a cruiser. Behind him
came Globokar, Turner, and 1ssitt.
Globokar bombed the same cruiser amid-
ships, Tumer and [ssitt 2ot more hits and
then the vessel exploded and sank. Lee
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hit a battleship,

Later in the morning Li, Andrews
led atorpedo attack. He and Buttle, Kalb,
Curtis, and MeDermitt attacked another
eruizer from bodh sides, The cruiser umed
to parallel Kalband Curtis and then Butile
and Andrews and McDermitt each hir it
amedships, They left the ship dead in the
witter and listing badly 1o por,

Intheevening fourensigns, all new
to the squadron. made an attack by them
selves. Marchant. Kummerlin, King and
Fulton chased the retreating fleet up inte
San Bernadino [sic] Strats and dropped
o it withoul even fighter support, They
did mo great damage, bul their attack has
# special value. Marchant Ted ihem down
on & bawleship. Kumerlin believes he hit
one crdiser amidships,

“Mice work,” the Admiral spid later.

“I"d have given amillion dollars 1o
see that thing go up, sir.” Marchant ex-
clwimid.

“Mice work," said the Admiral,

When the score is totaled, V-5 is
credited with two cruisers, hits on abartle-
ship and damage 1o several ships. Itisa
record for a Compaosite Squadron.

We land planes all afiernoon and
then after dark, Lt Lock manages without
a single mistake although one TEM al-
most lands on top of him, knocking down
the wind screen and forcing him 1o jump
into the net for safety, The Negro gun
erew finds huge amusement in the inci-
dent.

“What he do that for, Mr. Lock?"
shouls one,

"What's he potagainst meT Lock
shouts hack,

‘The mess bays howl with laughter

Conversation is lowd at dinner. Talk
i5all of certain defeat urned to victory by
the ungainly. hastily baill, expendable
CVEs amd their ministure squadrons.
Tomight the jeeps are king.

My nervesare raw. A chain scratch-

ing overthe deck sounds like a rocketand
any swdden noise startles me. When the
G.0Q bellclangs againar 21 50 Lalmost leap
through the overhead, Gathered in the
ready room are many unfamiliar fces,
FPilots from other carmiers. separuted in the
action have Tanded shoard us.

“Bogeys at nine miles. Skunk dead
ahead.” C.LC, reports,

A submaring hus spicd us and 1s
giving beanings toenemy bombers flying
in the moonlight above s,

“For Christ s sake ™ muiiers some-
hody disgustedly.

Slowly quiet settles over the ready
oy, [T four battleships, six cruisers and
lificen destrovers connot sink us in the
daytime. a few planes and a submarine
won’t do any harm this night?

The pilots stretch out. Just the
battle lights are lefion. They diffuse g dim
red light through the room. Laughier
hubbles in the hack row and subsides.

“Bogeys a1 seven miles."”

Nobody pays much atfention,

“Play the phonogeaph, Charlie,”
calls Issitt drowsily. “Play her softly.”

[ay down on the Noor and rest my
head on a back pack.

"Bogeys now ot six miles."”

The phonograph is playing lowly.

“Hello fellows, this is Gladys
Swarthout. | do want to thank you all
wherever you are for your kind notes and
wish each one of vou a sale, speedy
return home.

“Cut the crap, Gladys. Just sing.”
Girowls Turner.

I turn uneasily to get comfortable,
tha rogn is almoss dark, Gladys Swarthou
is singing “Make Believe.”

“Bogeys still atsix miles.”

The ship creaks. All around men
are sleeping like children,

With victory in his grasp. why did
Japanese Vice Admiral Kunitz and CEN-
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TER FORCE disengage from the hartle?

The mest promisent reason is thai
Kurita did not know where US Admiral
“Bull” Halsey and his fleed carriers were,
Kurita did oot know that the Japanese
NORTHERN FORCE of ships had sue
cessfully decoyed Halsey and his flect
out of the battle area. As far as Kurita
knew, Halsey may have been justover the
horizon within easy striking distance of
US corrier aircrafi, Kurita had no airemft
carriers and no air protection with his
CENTER FORCE, and he had felt the
effect of Halsey's planes the previous
day. InTact. Kumta hod been i battle wiih
Amenican forces for three days running,

On Oeiober 23, twodays before the
bartle with TAFFY 3, US submarines
DACE and DARTER picked up Kurita's
CENTERFORCE as il steamed castward
in the Sibuyan Sea toward San Bernur-
dino Serail, The submarines rwiioed ihe
Japanese position, course and speed,
and then attacked with wrpedoes, Two
eruisers were sunk and another was o
badly damaged, it returmed to safer wa
Lers,

The: following day, alrerafl from
Halsey's SIXNTH FLEET carriers found
Kurita's Foree and executed at least five
scparale. allucks on the Japanesc ships,
The: super hattleship MUSASHI was sunk
vl neruiser crippled, Loss of MUSASHI
was no small thing. Japan had two of
these super bamleships, considered in-
vincible with their 18-inch guns.
MUSASHI did not die casily, but 11z loss
was stunning o the Tapanese. Its sister
ship Y AMATO was damaged during the
atacks but not so much that it affected
the battleship®s operations. The pound-
ing by the US carrier aircraft wags such that

"Battle,” continued on page 14
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"Batile,"
continued from page 13

Kuriia ordered CENTER FORCE i re-
verse course and head west. Only after
cover of darkness did he reverse course
pmee again and head east into the San
Bernardinn Srail

By October 25, Kurita was very
wary of further air attacks. and he had no
#den where Habsey ame the SIXTHFLEET.
As written in the first installment, two of
the three Japanesenaval forees (30UTH-
ERM and CENTER bwere o move agains
US landing forces and ships on the east
shore of Levte Island in a two-pronged
attack. Thethird foree (NORTHERN was
1o decoy the SIXTH FLEET away from
Leyte, Kurita had no radio contact with
NORTHERN FORCE, did not knoaw thear
decoy was successful, and did not
know Halsey"s plancs had virtually de-
arroyed it

Kourita did. howsewver, learn that the
lead clemem of SOUTHERN FORCE was
defeated in a pre-dawn ambush by a U5
fask force under Vice Admiral Jesse
Oidendori. This task foree had been sup-
porting the LIS invasion troops on the
Leyie heaches. Ironically. five of
Odendorf™s haitleships were Pearl Har
besr survivors. Three had been damaged
and two sunk on December 7, 1941, then
raised and repaired, When the second
elementofl SOUTHERMN FORCE arrived at
the hattle =cene, it found crippled and
sinking Japanese ships, Theelement com-
mander, Vice Admiral Shima, neporiedihe
Iosses o Vice Admiral Kurita. then
reversed course and steamed oul of
harm™s way

The inability te contact NORTH-
ERN FORCE and the defeat of 3OUTH
ERM FORCE left Furita alone 1o face an

pnknown enemy, The confusion during
his running hattle with TAFFY 3 had him
thinking he was engaged with an leass
some of Halsey's Teet camiers. The
smokescreens put out by TAFFY 3 and
the fact the ships were moving from rain
squall 1o rain sguall had Center Force
[onkouts and at least some of the
Actmiral” s gides believing they were fight-
ing mraimst (leet carriers and cruisers rather
than escort carriers. destrovers and de-
slroyer escorls.

The tenucity of the Americans’
defense also eliccled Kuntn's decisions.
Aireraft attacks agpingl CENTER FORCE
were forthe most pan uncoordinated, bt
this also created the effecttha there were
miore aircraft ving apainst the Japanese
ships than really were, Their repeated
attacks. real and feigned, caused Tapa-
wese ships tomaneuver and otherwize be
distracted by the Wildew Mighvers and
Avenger torpedo bombers. As the battle
mioved in a southerly direction, arcraft
froam. Taffy 33[‘;-!1_'il:!"iﬂl.:ﬂ'il'l the air attacks.

Thecharging attack by TAFFY 3=
destrovers and destroyer escors against
the Japanese cruisers and battleships
sreatly aided in its survival. Although
vasily outgunned, the womedoes loosed
by thiz 1S ships could not be ignored, and
Japanese ships maneuvered o avoid the
spreads of torpedoes running at them. In
fact, two banleships and their escors
were removed from (he battle by their
chvice of mancuver W avoid torpedioes,

For somve reason, supar battleship
Y AMATO tumed tadl 10 the wrpedoes
and increased speed 10 outrun them. The
peoepled tactic was o steer toward the
wrpedocs and mancuver so they would
pass down the sides of the ship. Battle-
ship MAGATTY and accompanymng es-
corts also wrned with Y AMATCL and
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this element of ships ran at op speed for
some fen minutes until fuel in the wrpe-
dies ran oul and they sank. When this
group of ships ngain reversed course.
they found the battle had steamed away
from them. and they were unahle to
catch up.

The charge of the US escorts was
not without ¢ost, Desiroyers USE HOEL
and USS JOHMSTON and destroyer @s-
cort US55 SAMUEL B. ROBERTS were
pounded by Japamess shellfire uniil they
sank with heavy loss of life, The remain-
ing fourescorts suffered varying degrees
of damage from light to nearly disabling.
But they caused the lapanese o divert
their attention from the escorl cartiers.
huying them time to try and escape,

Somewhat ironically, ninety yours
earier, on Oetober 25, 1854, at the Battle
of Balpclava in the Crimean War. the
British Light Brigade charged against
heavily entrenched Russian guns and
wis Torever immortalized by Alfred, Lord
Tennyvson in his poem The Charge of the
Ligler Brigade. Duoe to a miscommunica-
tioi. the British Light Brigade charged in
the wrong direction, The desiroyers and
destroer esconts of TAFFY 3 charged
knowing full well their probable late.

When CENTER FORCE disengaged
from the battle with TAFFY 3, itleftthree
heavy cruisers sunk and another dis-
ahled, TAFFY 3 lost two destroyers, one
destrover escorl, and escort camrier Uss
GAMBIEEBAY . but neasly B oliis 86l
man crew suevived,

After the later and separate kami-
kareattack, some TRbmen were also saved
froan the sinking of the USS STLO.

USS KITELUNBAY lostong man
killed aned 16wounded from its kamikaze
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attecks, and the aircrews of two planes were lost in the
battle against Kurita's ships.

KITEUN BAY went on to fight other battles,
wis stuck again by a kamikoze and enemv shellfire in
earty 1943, wias repaired and retumned 1o war. By Juby
3, 1945, the ship was taking part in SUppOrting operi-
tions of LS fast carriers aftacking the Japanese home
islands, After Japan™s surrender, KITKUN BAY was
firstassigned toa task force gathering at Adak, A laska,
then reterned (o waters around the Japanese izlands
until late September 19435, She then loaded aboard
American troops as part of Operation “Magic Carpet™
toreturn them home, Addinonal voyeges from Califior-
nia o Pear] Harbor and Ok inawa continued until Janu-
ary 1946, Three months later, KITKUN BAY was
decommissioned. She was sold in Movember 1946 and
scrapped early in 1947,

+ 2 4

Fortheescorts
of Taffy 3

Cannon to the right of therm
Cannon to the left of them
Cannon in front of them
Volley'd and thunder'd;
Btorm'd &t with shot and shell,
Boldly they rode well,
Into the jaws of Death,
Into the mouth of Hell
Foda the six hundred. °

! The Charge of the Light
Bripode, 3“' stanza.

Alfred, Lord Tenmyson.
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Donations and gifts are a vital source of support for CAM

Atthe beginning of February, CAM received agifi
of $500 from the Kansas Aviation Council. In the
accompanying letter, Ms. Kay Alley, Acting President,
said the gift was unrestricted in its use, but the Board of
Directors hoped we might apply the gifttothe prepara-
tion of a public display of Kansas Aviation.

Inourthank vou letter, we explained that because
of our military aviation history theme, we probably would
not doa specific exhibit on Kansas aviation, but that a
number of our existing exhibits and planned exhibits
included Kansans or reference to aviation, civil and
military, in Kansas. Weenclosed alistof those exhibits.

Currently, we have 13 exhibits on Kansans, all but
one of whom are associated with military aviation, Two
exhibits deal with military aviationsites in Kansas. Two
more include aircraft, civil and military, builtin Kansas,
andoneexhibitdeals withan intemational event involving
an aircrew and aircraft from Kansas.

Tom Witty is currently laying out his plan tore-do
the Early Aviation exhibit. When done, it will presenta
dual topic of early aviation and early aviation in Kansas.

It may be of interest to some of our readers to learn
the extentof giving fromour membership. During 2005,
we received over $16,900 from our members, above
and beyond membership dues. But this was not all

unrestricted cash donations. It included restricted
donations used to fund specific projects. Itincluded the
value of items donated to the Museum for use, other
than artifacts. Ttincluded memorial donations made in
behalf of deceased members. Last year we received
S3000 from the estate of member Charlie Yenkey.
Gift Monies alsoincluded the numerous times members
turned in receipts fora purchases made in the course of
doing projects at the museum but declined reimburse-
ment. Itall adds ap.

Can we count on this $17,000 every vear? No,
Thelevel of giving constantly changes. Forexample, we
cannot count on receiving another 55,000 from a
member's estate.  Another example is a couple of
projects funded last year by a member that totaled
about $3,100. Those projects are now complete, so
that funding will not come in again. 5o, there is over
£8,000in contributions we will not see again this year.
But the point is, the gift giving by our members in
whatever manner they choose is so very important to
yourmuseum, and itis deeply appreciated. Without this
kind of support, it would be very difficult iocamry outthe
various and numerous operations, projects and activi-
ties done at CAM. =¥
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